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The Circuit Rider Published September 4, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
POWER of We: Core Four Resources Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1378?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+7-31-13&utm_campaign=7-31-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email  to view or download.

2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 and 2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Luke 14:25-33
New International Version (NIV)

The Cost of Being a Disciple
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turn-
ing to them he said: 26 “If anyone comes to me and 
does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such 
a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough 
money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 
saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’
31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down and consider whether he is able 
with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a del-
egation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, those of you who do not give 
up everything you have cannot be my disciples.
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And the Next Stop Is...  
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James 
E. Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• September 10 (Tuesday)
Bishop Swanson will be teaching during the first of three 
Generosity Summits.  This summit will be held at Clinton 
First United Methodist Church in Clinton and will begin 
at 10:00 a.m. and end at 3:30 p.m.

• September 14 (Saturday)
The Leading with REAL POWER Lay Leadership Conference will begin at 8:30 a.m. at Christ United Methodist Church located at 6000 
Old Canton Road in Jackson, Mississippi. Bishop Swanson will bring the closing remarks for the conference.

• September 15 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at 11:00 a.m. in Rolling Fork, Mississippi at Rolling Fork United Methodist Church.

• September 15 (Sunday)
Samuel Chapel United Methodist Church in Itta Bena, Mississippi is having its annual Men’s Day program at 3:00 p.m. and Bishop 
Swanson will deliver the message.

A New and Exciting Opportunity 
to Improve the Health of Church 
Members  
By Lee Burdine, Mississippi Conference Health and 
Wellness Coordinator
Mississippi has a crisis of poor health reaching all the way 
from  seniors to children. At least half of Mississippians with high blood pressure don’t know 
they have it and the numbers are almost the same for diabetes. Thus, these conditions often 
first appear as medical emergencies like strokes and heart disease, rather than being prevent-
ed altogether. Mississippi Conference congregations have recognized the impact of care and 
concern local churches can have in the communities that they serve. Local health ministry 
programs have developed and continue to have positive results. We now have the opportu-
nity to grow our mission further. The Mississippi Conference Health Ambassador program 
is pleased to announce a partnership for a new program with the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center, The Community Health Advocate training program (CHA). This program 
can provide a skill set for present health ministries and a starting place for those churches 
that want to establish one.  

What does a Mississippi Conference Health Ambassador do in my district? 

A Mississippi Conference Health Ambassador is a member of the Mississippi Conference 
UMC who has received training in basic community health screening and works in their 
Mississippi Conference District to promote and grow health and wellness activities in the 
communities that our churches serve. Ambassadors will have received training and certification as Community Health Advocates.

What kind of training is involved in becoming a Mississippi Conference Health Ambassador? 

You will learn resources and skills for health screening to be used in your congregations. Through a unique arrangement with the Uni-
versity of Mississippi Medical Center in Jackson, Mississippi. Interested members of the Mississippi Conference of The United Method-
ist Church can receive training and certification in the use of automated blood pressure and blood glucose measurement devices, calcu-
lation of body mass index, navigation of the health system and basic nutritional counseling. The specially designed  training is six hours.

There are five UMMC Community Health Advocate training events scheduled at The University of Mississippi Medical Center in Jack-
son.The 2013 training is scheduled for October 19 and November 16. For early 2014, training is scheduled for January 18, February 
15 and March 15.
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Each interested Mississippi Conference UMC congregation is encouraged to send lay members or health professionals from your con-
gregation to one of these UMMC training dates to receive information and training on introducing Health Advocacy in your church 
and local community. Additionally, participants who become certified as Community Health Advocates will be invited to become Mis-
sissippi Conference Health Ambassador’s. Working together from one church to the next we can have an impact on the health of our 
friends and neighbors where the Mississippi United Methodist churches serve.

To register for the University of Mississippi Health Advocacy training program please email: Lee@Lifebux.com or phone 1-800-748-
9697 ext. 201.

To learn more about the UMMC Community Health Advocate training, go to http://www.umc.edu/cha/.  

Resources for Local Health Events

Several Mississippi Conference districts have introduced health advocacy training and have implemented health ministries in their local 
areas that are making a significant impact. The University of Mississippi Medical Center offers Mississippi United Methodist congrega-
tions the opportunity to host local health fairs and similar events utilizing UMMC medical and other health professions students. After 
your church has a certified CHA in place, your local church will be encouraged to open your church facility as a local Health Education 
Center (HEC). Go to https://www.facebook.com/pages/Greenwood-District-UMC-Health-Alliance/435993376462396?id=43599337
6462396&sk=info to learn more from the Greenwood District and how churches in the Greenwood District are utilizing their churches 
as a Mississippi Conference Health Education Center.  

Our Mississippi Conference congregations are natural providers of health screening and information in their local communities. The 
UMMC Community Health Advocate program is designed to provide skills to take blood pressure, determine blood glucose, measure 
BMI, provide basic dietary counseling and connect individuals who require a health provider but do not have one to a local health 
resource. It is not a program that delivers health care. It is a tool to provide health information and assistance to those who may not 
otherwise have it.

How to start or add to your local Church Health Ministries Programs:

1. Form a health ministries team.
2. Schedule and have your local church health ministries team leadership attend one of the UMMC Community Health Advocate 

(CHA) training events scheduled for the above dates.
3. Consider identification of a space for health screening and information in your local church and promoting it in your local commu-

nity as a Health Education Center (HEC)
4. Schedule a UMMC/Mississippi Conference Health Fair or other health event in your local community after advocate training.
5. Consider serving in your district as a district health ambassador, promoting and encouraging others throughout your district.

To register for the CHA training or if you have further questions on the Mississippi Conference Health Ministries programs please con-
tact Lee Burdine, The Mississippi Conference Health and Wellness coordinator at Lee@Lifebux.com or phone 1-800-748-9697 ext. 201.

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people 
you can, as long as ever you can. — Rev. John Wesley

Hispanic Heritage Month, Reflection      
By Rev. Goyo De la Cruz
The United Methodist Church recognizes Hispanic Heritage Month beginning September 15-October 
15. The Rev. Goyo De la Cruz, a member of the Commission on Religion and Race for the Mississippi 
Annual Conference and senior pastor of “The Connection” a new multi-cultural United Methodist 
Church in Senatobia District, shares his thoughts as it relates to this period of observance.  

Hispanics, the largest and fastest growing minority in the United States (according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau), have made progress in different fields of society in different branches. No one 
can deny that there is a fascination with our unique culture as evidenced by attention given to 
Columbian singer/songwriter Shakira’s or the most famous television and film actress Eva Longo-
ria. It is well known that Rafael Nadal has overtaken Federer in tennis and Cuauhtemoc Blanco, 
the powerful soccer player, attracts more fans than David Beckham. Furthermore, Hispanics are 
among famous names associated with the political class of this country.

As I began writing this article, I could not stop thinking about what has happened during these last 
Rev. Goyo De la Cruz
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two weeks. Narciso, a member of our new multicultural church, is in prison in Louisiana and facing deportation. Little Liz, a daughter 
who adores her daddy and who is faithful to attend Sunday School, will suffer much by this separation. Also, recently, I spent all day 
looking for money to pay the bail of a Hispanic male. After paying $805 for his release, I went to recover his car and paid $165 more. In a 
few weeks, he will have to go to the court and he will need to pay three tickets that police gave him. Days later, I paid a similar amount of 
money to get another Hispanic male out of jail.

This is the situation in which millions of Hispanics live every day. In my position as a Methodist pastor of a multicultural church, I have 
to think about the “Hispanic Heritage” in America. There are the famous and respected Hispanics named in the first paragraph of this 
article and then there are the three members of our multicultural mission. It seems that there are Hispanics that are considered first class 
citizens and others who are scorned and downtrodden.

When we speak of Hispanic Heritage Month, I think we have to be more realistic. The present government has deported more Hispanics 
than any other administration and there are many broken homes and families in constant fear. Talking about Hispanic Heritage Month, 
brings to reality the broken system of immigration policy and approval and the urgent need for immigration reform.  

The past 10 years of pastoral work in the United States of America has been chal-
lenging for us, and I see Hispanic Heritage Month as an important opportunity 
to direct national attention to the contributions of the Hispanic-Latino commu-
nity to the American society. Much of the activities scheduled during this month 
help spread the Hispanic culture and serve to celebrate the individual and collec-
tive achievements of Hispanic-Latinos in this country.

Latinos come from at least 20 countries in Central and South America. They 
each have different histories, social and political organizations, climates, environ-
ments and customs.

Although the Latino community is heterogeneous and is constantly moving, 
there is a strong sense of cultural identity, language and Castilian (Spanish) 
remains as a common element that unites them. However, I must emphasize 
that the pre-Columbian languages are also part of the indigenous immigrant 
communities of Mexico, Central and South America, although the indigenous 
cannot be considered Latino.

Many Latinos and indigenous people have lived in the U.S. for generations, 
while others are relatively new to the country. They all came here in search of the 

American dream and with a desire to integrate and contribute fully to society.

Community Values from Latinos and Indigenous: They struggle to preserve their cultural heritage and in most cases the Spanish and 
indigenous languages. They are entrepreneurs doing their jobs and looking to be economically self-sufficient to own a home, to have 
a safe place for their families and access to quality education for their children so the next generation may achieve a fruitful life. They 
have strong family values that are expressed through their strong sense of community connection, their concern for the fair treatment of 
others and interaction that is beneficial to all and their solidarity because they see the individual as being less important than the group. 
They place a high value on fellowship.

Multiculturalism: The Mississippi Conference currently has three Hispanic missions and we can see the strong support that the Epis-
copal office is providing to the multicultural issue. This support will give greater impetus to the Latino community and the indigenous 
that communicate through the Castilian language (Spanish). We work to have unity of all races and respect for the cultural diversity of 
each.

From our experience as a multicultural church pastors, I must say that the challenge is great and the obstacles to such ministries are also 
common. However, with God’s help, we will continue looking for the Gospel to be more pluralistic and accessible to all people, regard-
less of their ethnicity.

Festival of Cultures: Every year around the time of the celebration of Hispanic Heritage month, our multicultural mission “The Con-
nection” celebrates a special day in north Mississippi. This is a joint activity with the Anglo community, African-American community, 
Latinos and indigenous communities as we come together to share music, dance and food and to participate in cultural exchanges. This 
activity takes place in the framework of the search for peace and racial reconciliation.

Festival of Cultures



Finally, as Christians in this time of celebration of Hispanic Heritage, we must emphasize the contribution of notable Hispanics who 
took part in the construction of this beautiful country. We must not forget the millions of Hispanics who suffer waiting for a compre-
hensive immigration reform. Also, do not forget that this is a country built by immigrants and we have the biblical recommendation, 
“the stranger who dwells among you shall be to you as one born among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers 
in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. “ (Leviticus 19:34 - NKJV)

Mississippi SoSA Has Record Month— One Million Pounds of Food     
By Laura Sappington, Society of St. Andrew Development Coordinator
It is with great pleasure and excitement that the Society of St. Andrew (SoSA) announces 
a milestone in its fight against hunger. The highest monthly volume of food recovery 
was experienced in July with 1.4 million pounds gleaned and distributed. This makes a 
total of 2.064 million pounds given to the hungry and needy in 2013. This amazing feat 
was possible with the help of farmers, volunteers and gracious donors.

One of the most recent gleanings took place in the small community of Thaxton. Thax-
ton UMC member, Jason Long, heard about the work of SoSA and planted two acres of 
sweet corn for harvesting. On a beautiful Wednesday evening, 26 members of the Thax-
ton UMC congregation harvested 7,000 pounds of corn and donated it to The Salvation 
Army and the St. Luke UMC Food Pantry, both located in Tupelo.

The mission of SoSA is to provide quality, nutritious produce to the hungry and those 
in need. This is accomplished through keeping costs as low as possible (three cents per 
pound). With the rising costs of transportation and distribution, it is more important 
than ever to have support. Volunteers are needed to give time to glean and distribute. Tax 
deductible donations are needed to continue moving nutritious produce with escalating costs of transportation and prayers are wanted 
for those in need and the growth of this ministry.

Additionally, SoSA seeks opportunities to tell the story about its mission and the blessings extended in this region through its programs. 
To schedule a speaker for your church or organization, please contact development coordinator, Laura Sappington at 601-850-4018. 
Church groups, feeding agencies or organizations that would like to volunteer at a gleaning, contact program coordinator, Jackie Usey at 
769-233-0887.

Support SoSA Squash Jam   

Did you know that September is Hunger Awareness Month?   With that in mind, the Society of St. Andrew is having its first annual 
Squash Jam on Saturday, September 14 at JCG Farms in Mound Bayou, Mississippi. The time is 8:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

A farmer ready for harvesting and gleaning will open his field of 28 acres of squash.  Help Society of St. 
Andrew pick the farm fresh squash and feed the hungry in Mississippi the fresh vegetables they deserve!  
There will be a truck from the Memphis Food Bank accepting food for distribution around North Mis-
sissippi. Volunteers can also take the squash back to their communities for feeding the hungry.

For this event, participants are urged to wear light weight clothing, a long-sleeve shirt, pants and closed-
toed shoes.  Water will be available but feel free to bring some too!

This event is ideal for church youth groups, scouting groups, adult groups or organizations. Come out 
and help glean!  For more information, contact Jackie Usey at 769-233-0887 or Laura Sappington at 601-850-4018.

Pastors: Preach on Children’s Health Day October 6     
A Message from Jack Conrad, Chaplain of Faith and Health at Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital
Dearest Pastor:

I have been richly blessed to serve the Lord through my ministry at church as 
well as being a chaplain here at Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital. When I have 
a church member here, I am reminded how thankful I am that in Memphis we 
have such a wonderful Children’s Hospital that is one of the best in the United 
States.
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Thanks to gleaners, SoSA has a record 
month.



I have had the opportunity of meeting many of you over the years when you have come to visit. Your presence makes such a big difference to 
your church family. You bring a spirit, a connection to your members that is of God. It is a crucial part of the healing of the children. You are a 
blessing.

We at Le Bonheur are attempting to grow that “faith connection” with as many of our churches that are served by Le Bonheur. First, with 
your congregation’s prayer for all the staff of physicians, nurses and support staff that allows the heart above our hospital to represent a healing 
place. Please include us all in your prayer.

Secondly, you can support us in your participation with us in acknowledging Children’s Health Day at your church or place of worship on 
October 6, 2013. This is a national day of prayer and support for Children’s Health. If you can we would encourage you to preach that day on 
the violence perpetrated on our kids. We see far too many children arrive at Le Bonheur as victims of violence. We see 2-year-olds that have 
been shot by random gunfire. Three-year-olds battered. Six-year-olds bloodied and damaged.

We as preachers need to speak out against this and ask our congregants to talk about it, not in just shaking our heads, but in moving it to ac-
tion. The more we discuss the tragedy of violence, the more all of us with the help of God, will move to action.

So, unite with Le Bonheur on October 6 to speak out against child violence. We are suggesting using the Lectionary scripture for that day, 
Habakkuk 1:1-3/2:2-4. The quote “for spoiling and violence are before me,” is as real today as it was in that time.

We ask all to join together to pray to the Lord, for his mercy on our community and the violence it generates especially toward the kids. Please 
invite your congregation to also pray.

Then preach on October 6 to bring that awareness to your church. If you would like, you can take an offering for the Le Bonheur Foundation 
and that money will be used to help the outreach programs Le Bonheur. These programs deal with helping families reduce the stresses in their 
lives which is at the core of much of the violence.

Pastors can join us on Monday, October 7 for a luncheon at noon, where we can offer our prayers once more for God’s continued support of 
our ministry and in thanksgiving for Le Bonheur in our community.

Will you come join us?

The Little Church That Could   
By Bud Kirkpatrick, Member of Parkway Heights UMC Hattiesburg
Warren Pittman could not stand to see a church closed. When he became superinten-
dent of the Hattiesburg District of The United Methodist Church in 1975, Edwards 
Street United Methodist Church had six members. Subsequently the church and par-
sonage were declared abandoned.

Feeling strongly that the church could be useful to the community, Pittman called a 
citywide group together to discuss possibilities. William Carey College (University) 
took a survey of the area and found that a child care center and youth recreation were 
the greatest needs of that area. Pittman presented these findings to the Hattiesburg area 
United Methodist churches. In November 1978, the Work Area on

Missions at Parkway Heights United Methodist Church stepped forward to be a partici-
pant in this program. The ministry born of that group was named the Edwards Street 
Fellowship Center (ESFC).  

Come forward about 35 years. From that little closed church, today the ministry is cen-
tered on the commitment of strengthening families and individuals and meeting special needs in the community. That community is 
now 14 counties in  the Pine Belt of South Mississippi. There are currently nearly 1,700 active clients and emergency food is provided to 
some 1,000 families per month through the ESFC food pantry.

The ESFC Thrift Store opened on Lincoln Road in Hattiesburg in 2012.

Recently their board of directors announced an aggressive $2 million endowment campaign to develop a stable economy for ESFC. The 
proceeds from the endowment will provide funding to meet day-to-day needs and form a secure foundation on which to undertake 
strategic planning and build a realistic future. In honor of their father and in support of Edwards Street’s ministry Warren Pittman’s 
sons, Tom and Bob and their families have made a $125,000 commitment to the endowment. That little church will hereafter be known 
as the—Warren Pittman Founders’ Hall—and continue to be a vital part of the ministry.
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Building will be rededicated in honor of 
founder Warren Pittman.



Warren Pittman and his family will be guests of the Edwards Street Board and friends of Edwards Street on Sunday, September 8, at 
2:00 p.m. for an impressive rededication ceremony and reception.

The little church, at 1904 Edwards Street, is still in use along with two other newer buildings across the street, plus a vegetable garden 
and a walking trail. These facilities house the administrative center, a food pantry and program areas of Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts/Cub 

Scouts, adult programs and a garden project. The ministry at Edwards Street Fellow-
ship Center (ESFC) is supported through the financial contributions of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference, area churches, businesses and individuals. Hundreds of volunteers 
give generously of their time, resources, knowledge and experiences to sustain the 
programs and services of the ministry.

Prior to coming to Hattiesburg as district superintendent in 1975, Warren Pittman 
served as pastor of Parkway Heights United Methodist Church (1959 - 1963). During 
his ministry, Parkway Heights had a gain in membership of over 200 and the church 
completed a building program which included construction of a new kitchen, fellow-
ship hall, classrooms and renovation of the original educational facility.

During his more than 50 year ministry, Pittman served other pastorates in Monticello, 
Centerville, Forest Hill, Forest and in Jackson at Broadmeadow and St. Luke’s UMC. 
He served as superintendent for the Hattiesburg and Brookhaven districts. Addition-
ally, he served a stint as director of the Conference Council on Ministries for the Missis-

sippi Conference of The United Methodist Church, based in Jackson.

Warren Pittman currently resides in Olive Branch, Mississippi. He is a native of Picayune, Mississippi and shared his ministry with his 
late wife Lanita Hurdle Pittman of Holly Springs, Mississippi. They met while students at University of Southern Mississippi and lived in 
Hattiesburg when they were first married. Both are graduates of USM, where Warren was president of his junior class, and was elected 
president of the Student Government Association in 1944. Warren also graduated from Emory University with a Master of Divinity 
degree.

Tom Pittman and his family reside in Hernando, Mississippi, where he is CEO of the Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi. 
Bob and his family reside in New York City, where Bob is chairman and CEO for Clear Channel, a leading global media, digital and 
entertainment company. Both Tom and Bob were students at F.B. Woodley Elementary School when they lived in Hattiesburg.

For additional information about Edwards Street Fellowship Center, visit the web site www.esfcntr.org or call 601-544-6149. Persons 
donating food or wishing to volunteer should call the same number, during normal business hours.

Publishing House Signs Contract for Sale of Property   
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)
The United Methodist Publishing House announced August 30 that it has entered into a purchase and sale agreement with TVG Hold-
ings LLC for the sale of its downtown property. The sale covers just over seven acres, encompassing the Publishing House building and 
former Cokesbury bookstore property as well as all of the parking lots, a spokeswoman for the church agency said. The terms of the sale 
are being kept confidential until the transaction is complete. The sale is expected to close by the end of 2013.

The Publishing House has 400 employees working at its downtown location, which is next to the new Music City Convention Center. 
The agency said it is exploring options for a new main office location in the Nashville area, and it expects to remain in its present offices 
with a leaseback agreement through most of 2014. It has operated in this location since 1957.

TVG Holdings is an affiliate of Terra Verde Group, which has offices in Tennessee, Texas and California.

The Clergy Spouse   
By Erin Hicks, Special to The Circuit Rider
Thirty-eight years ago, my mother Lisa was a nursing student at Emory in Atlanta when she was assigned a maternity patient named 
Nancy Creel. Nancy was the wife of a Candler Seminary student and at Emory they had their first child. Soon after, Nancy and her hus-
band Larry moved to Mississippi to start serving.

Five years later, my mother sent Nancy a letter telling her that she was marrying a Methodist minister and moving to Mississippi. Now, 
38 years later, the two are best friends and have an amazing group of clergy spouses whom they can rely on.
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Clergy spouses are special. First, they’re willing to marry a pastor. Secondly, if that pastor is an elder, they enter into a marriage not ever 
knowing where they may be living in a year. This moving around can make it hard to build and 
foster friendships.

Growing up the daughter of a preacher, I have been able to see all that my father does. I have 
also seen all that my mother has done.

The work of clergy spouses often goes unnoticed. Some church members might view them as 
free volunteers who should always be willing to do whatever is asked of them with a smile on 
their face. But clergy spouses are more than just free volunteers.

For the pastor, their spouse is a refuge and much needed support system. These two have to 
rebuild their communities with each move.

So why does a clergy spouse continue to do and continue to move?

Personally, I think it has to do with more than just love for that spouse. I believe it also has to do with a love for God and a willingness to 
serve God at wherever church their spouse is serving at the moment.

For the new clergy spouses out there, I encourage you to do as my mother has done over the years, 
and find fellow clergy spouses to learn from and support you. They know what you are going through 
and they will be a support system for you.

Some questions for churches to consider:
• When was the last time the spouse was thanked for what they do and contribute to the life of the 
church?
• How can we better support our clergy spouse?
• How can we support our pastor’s marriage in a way that isn’t prying?

Mississippi Conference Clergy Spouse Retreat 

The Mississippi Conference Clergy Spouse Retreat will be held in Pearl at the Holiday Inn at Trust-
mark, October 11-12, 2013. The cost is $100 per person (double occupancy). This includes room, 
dinner on Friday night, and breakfast on Saturday morning. Rates are based on a double occupancy in 
the hotel with a roommate with conference registration. You may request a specific roommate or ask 
to be paired with one by the organizers. Single room rate, for those joined by a spouse or someone not 
registered with conference, is $150. Registration will be from 3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. on Friday, with dinner beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Guest speakers for the retreat will be the Rev. Drs. Joey and Connie Shelton. Joey is the senior pastor of Galloway UMC in Jackson. Con-
nie is the director of Connectional Ministries for the Mississippi Conference. The retreat will end around lunch time on Saturday.

More information about registration is on the clergy spouse’s website. Send registration and payment to Debbie Criddle, P. O. Box 147, 
Amory, MS 38821. You may contact her by phone at 662-601-3510, or by e-mail at debbiecriddle@rocketmail.com.

Registration deadline is September 25. There are some scholarships available for first-time attendees or retirees. You may contact 
Criddle for details.

Jackson State University Wesley 
Moving Forward            
From the East/West Jackson District Newsletter
New year, new look, new direction is a way of life that the 
boardof directors of Jackson State University (JSU) Wes-
ley Foundation have embraced. The board was pleased to 
have a reception celebrating the appointment of the new 
campus minister, the Rev. Kordell Sims, Sr.

The celebration took place on the campus of JSU in the student center on Sunday, August, 25 at 3:00 p.m. Opening remarks were given 
by the Rev. Stephen Cook, pastor of Central United Methodist Church in Jackson and president of JSU Wesley Foundation board of 

Page 8

Rev. Drs. Joey and Connie 
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Erin Hicks and her mother, Lisa



directors.  Several presenters offered encouraging words during the celebration includ-
ing, Rev. Henderson Rasberry, West Jackson district superintendent; Rev. Robert Cook, 
Wesley Foundation Board member and pastor of Seven Springs United Methodist 
Church, Raymond; Rev. Timothy Thompson, administrative assistant to the bishop of 
the Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church.

Faculty and staff of JSU were also present to give inspiring expressions. Those attend-
ing were blessed to hear a few melodious voices rendering musical selections.

The JSU Wesley Foundation Board believes that Sims brings an understanding that 
holds fast to creating an atmosphere where 

persons are welcomed and are given an opportunity to grow through participating in 
the campus ministry. Sims looks forward to the exciting work of campus ministry. The JSU Wesley Foundation is asking everyone to 
keep them in prayer.   

ASU Wesley Kick-off REAL Talk 
From Alcorn State University Wesley Foundation
The ASU Wesley Foundation of Alcorn State University began the semester in prayer 
with student leaders and student ministers, the first week of school and second day of 
classes. The leaders are excited about the events planned for the semester and especially, 
REAL Talk, which kicked-off September 3, 2013, at the Wesley Foundation building in 
Lorman, Mississippi.  REAL Talk will take place every Tuesday night at 6:30 p.m.

Those who would like to support the Alcorn Wesley Foundation with donations, 
in-kind or monetary, please send to: 5362 Hwy 552 West Lorman, MS  39096 or call, 
601-877-9959 for more information.  

ASU Wesley is REAL, A REAL Campus Ministry, Helping REAL Students. Elder Vera 
Hall is the director and campus minister. 

Spirit of Starkville First UMC in the News        
From Starkville District Newsletter
A regular Monday morning feature of the Starkville Daily News is a “Spirit of Oktibbeha” article highlighting a local person involved in 
community outreach.  The Starkville First United Methodist Church is proud to note that for three weeks in a row, the person chosen 
has been a member of Starkville First UMC.

Carol Moss Read, Susan Tomlinson and Cherri Lightsey have all been recognized for their work both inside and outside the church.  
These ladies serve their local church in variety of ways, as choir members, committee chairs and involvement in other ministries.  They 
were also noted for their work with Habitat for Humanity and other community service organizations.

One gift that all three ladies possess is the ability to connect the life of the church with the needs of the local community. Through 
church community projects such as the Backpack Buddies program that reaches out to hungry children in our community and a sum-
mer reading program where the Starkville First UMC choir worked with the local Boys and Girls Club, these volunteers embody the 
Wesleyan spirit of service to the needs of the local community.

Their pastor, the Rev. Giles Lindley says, “We have many great workers at Starkville First UMC.  It is good to see these efforts recognized.  
It is especially good to see their efforts recognized in such a way as to lift up the need for the church to serve the community beyond our 
walls.”

Retirement Celebration         
From St. Paul UMC, Foxworth
Elder Eddie Brown was honored at a surprise ministerial retirement celebration given by St. Paul UMC, Foxworth on August 10, 2013. 
Brown officially retired from the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church in 2011, but served as part-time pastor for St. 
Paul from 2011 to 2013. 
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Approximately 125 people were in attendance to express their love and appreciation for Brown. He 
served in the ministry from 1968-2013. A letter of congratulations was read from Brookhaven district 
superintendent, Wayne Webster.  Words of congratulations and best wishes were given by Elder Selber M. 
McShepard, current pastor of the Lampton St. Paul Charge. Numerous persons in attendance reflected on 
their experiences with Brown before dinner was served.

Free Webinars
• “Developing Your Ministry Plan: Plan 1”
September 5, 2013 - 6:30 p.m. CT  
 Church ministry teams can learn key principles for con-
gregational development and focus on key areas of con-
gregational ministry, from the United Methodist Board 
of Discipleship. For more information, go to http://www.
gbod.org/lead-your-church/webinars?orderby=resource_display_date&sort=asc&utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+9-4-
13&utm_campaign=9-4-13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email.

• “Children’s Sabbath: Resources and Activities”
September 5, 2013 - 10:00 a.m. CT
This free Webinar sponsored by the Children’s Defense Fund, U.S. observances on Oct. 18-20 are a way for faith communities to cel-
ebrate children as gifts from God. The United Methodist Board of Discipleship offers ideas for the weekend. For more information, go 
to http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/webinars?orderby=resource_display_date&sort=ascundefined&utm_source=Circuit+R
ider+Newsletter+9-4-13&utm_campaign=9-4-13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email. 

• “What Happened to the Offering?”  
September 12, 2013 - 6:30 p.m. CT
Suggestions from the United Methodist Board of Discipleship for helping the time of offering adapt to the new reali-
ties as plastic becomes the currency of U.S. culture. For more information, go to http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/
webinars?orderby=resource_display_date&sort=asc&utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+9-4-13&utm_campaign=9-4-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email.

John Wesley UMC Fall Revival             
September 8-13, 2013             
• Sunday Morning
September 8, 2013 | 11:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Detra Bishop
John Wesley United Methodist Church
Durant, Mississippi

• Sunday Evening
September 8, 2013 | 6:00 p.m.
Rev. Dr. Nathaniel Christian
Durant Missionary Baptist Church

• Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday Nights 
September 9 - 11, 2013 | 7:30 p.m.
Rev. Maxine Bolden
Samuel Chapel United Methodist Church
Itta Bena, Mississippi
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• Thursday & Friday Nights 
September 12-13, 2013 | 7:30 p.m.
Rev. Ada Williams Miller
Haven United Methodist Church
Winona, Mississippi

For more information call John Wesley UMC at 662-653-4143.

Good News: Lay Conference Registration 
Extended to Friday, Sept. 6         
September 14, 2013        
Amazing things happen when you lead with the Holy Spirit in relevant, 
enthusiastic, authentic and loving ways. For these reasons, laity are asked to 
attend this year’s Lay Leadership Conference where they will discover things 
about themselves and the Holy Spirit that will make their ministry in the 
world more POWER filled. This gathering beings at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
September 14, 2013 at Christ United Methodist Church, located at 6000 
Old Canton Road in Jackson, MS. The cost is $10.00 for lunch, but pre-
registering will be helpful for planning the number of meals needed.  

 LaToya Redd, vice chair of the Mississippi Conference board of laity 
explains why every lay person should consider coming out. “Whether 
officially designated by a church as a leader or not, we are all called to lead people to Christ. This conference will specifically help laity 
maximize their individual gifts and their church resources--both people and finances—for more effective disciple-making. Every person 
and every church in the Conference should benefit from the power-packed program planned,” said Redd.  

As the clock ticks towards the September 6 cut-off date for registration, the conference lay leader, Timothy Crisler reports that a little 
over 100 people are pre-registered. He said that total is roughly what they had at annual conference in June. Regardless, Crisler is prayer-
ful registration will improve. The keynote speaker is Christie Latona, who was instrumental in creating the Mississippi Conference Core 
Four Study on Love, Generosity, Justice and Apprenticeship.   

For more information about the Leading with REAL POWER: Lay Leadership Conference, Christie Latona and to register, visit 
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1145?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+8-21-13&utm_campaign=8-
21-13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+9-4-13&utm_campaign=9-4-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email.

Millsaps Free Dance Class for PD           
September 14, 2013            
Feel like dancing for a cause? Make plans to be in Jackson, Mississippi  on September 14 
at Millsaps College for a FREE movement class for people with Parkinson’s disease and 
their care providers. 

The class is from 1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m. in the Leggett Special Events Center at Millsaps 
(associated with United Methodist Church). 

Free weekly classes are on Mondays from 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. in the Hall Activities 
Center at Millsaps beginning Sept. 16 and continuing through Nov. 25. For details, call 
1-800-957-1046. Visit http://mad.ly/de17d3?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newslett
er+9-4-13&utm_campaign=9-4-13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email for more details. Spread the word!

Collinsville UMC Gospel Concert   
September 28, 2013
The Liberty Quartet will present a gospel concert at Collinsville UMC on Saturday, September 28, at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is invited 
for an evening of great gospel music with this talented group. For more information, contact Rev. Alan Randall at 601-479-1543. The 
church is located just off of Highway 19 North in Collinsville, Mississippi.
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The Bishop’s Convocation “Holiness & Renewal of Ministry”   
September 30 - October 2, 2013    
According Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., one of the primary responsibilities of the annual conference is to provide effective and 
productive leadership to the local churches. For this reason, Swanson is inviting all Mississippi United Methodist clergy to an 
in-depth consideration of the connections between God’s holiness, one’s own holiness, and the 
renewal of the church. Dr. Jason Vickers has explored these relationships in his 2011 book “Mind-
ing the Good Ground:  A Theology of Church Renewal.”  Vickers will guide participants through 
the following four phrases of reflection on the theme: Contemplating God’s Holiness (Exodus 
15:11 and Hosea 11:9), Encountering God’s Holiness (Exodus 19:23, Deuteronomy 4:12, and Isaiah 
6:5), Becoming Holy (Leviticus 11:45 and Numbers 16:46) and Finding Freedom in Holiness (II 
Corinthians 3:17.)  

While this gathering is designed for clergy, Swanson says that laity should care this is happening 
and be in prayer for those attending. “I am sure that every local congregation desires that their 
pastor be exposed to learning opportunities that would aid them in becoming the best pastors 
that they can become. The laity should desire to see growth in their pastors because as the pastor experiences growth, the people 
should grow,” said Swanson.  

The Bishop’s Convocation is September 30 - October 2, 2013 at Crossgates United Methodist Church, Brandon, MS.  For more 
details and to register visit  www.centerforministry.com/pages/detail/1736.

Northeast Seashore Cluster The POWER Rally
October 6, 2013        
On Sunday, October 6, 2013, the Northeast Seashore is planning a very special day for all of God’s people called The POWER 
Rally. Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. will be the guest speaker. Bishop Swanson is the Resident Bishop of the Mississippi Area of 
The United Methodist Church. He is a dynamic and inspirational speaker. The POWER Rally will be on Sunday, Oct. 6, 2013, 4:00 
p.m., at Salem UMC Campground (26900 Salem Campground Road Lucedale, MS 39452). The area will accommodate the atten-
dance goal of 400 people. The rally is sponsored by the Northeast Seashore Cluster in the Seashore District, as well as all United 
Methodist Churches in southeast Mississippi.

This will be a time of encouragement for all of God’s people, as well as a time for Christians to reach out to our friends, loved 
ones, neighbors and associates who are not in church or who have never come to know Christ as their Savior.

Stress-less Preaching at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina           
October 22 - 24, 2013           
For the pastor who is new to the pulpit, preaching can be an intimidating and sometimes overwhelming experience.  For the 
seasoned pastor, preaching can become unimaginative and routine.  Some preachers write great sermons but have a delivery that 
is dry as unbuttered toast. Other preachers are engaging and eloquent, but offer little substance in the sermon.

For every pastor, finding ways to preach the word in fresh, authentic ways is a challenge. Powerful preaching facilitates an en-
counter with Christ, and is one of the primary ways that our congregations connect with God.  Powerful preaching answers the 
so what? of the scripture for the congregation.  Powerful preaching is a mark of a healthy congregation and a healthy preacher.  
Through coaching, every preacher can become one who speaks with power, with authority, with compassion and with love.

Join United Methodist Church endorsed coach the Rev. Teresa Angle-Young for this fun and inspiring workshop at beautiful Lake 
Junaluska. Leave with a renewed spirit for preaching, practical tools for writing and delivering the Sunday sermon and tips on 
creating a balanced preaching practice for stress-less preaching.

To register, visit http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e7cai43sc4583c54&llr=ozzg4xn6&utm_sourc
e=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+9-4-13&utm_campaign=9-4-13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email.
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Convocation on the Black Church     
October 25-26, 2013      
Notice: This event will occur as planned on the date listed above. 
Please disregard any communication that it has been cancelled.  

The Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church presents 
the 2013 Convocation on the Black Church. This event is specifically de-
signed to meet challenges of African American churches—but beneficial 
to all churches—ALL churches are welcome! Make plans for an evening 
of worship and praise beginning at 7:00 p.m. Friday, October 25, 2013 
at Anderson United Methodist Church 6205 Hanging Moss Road in 
Jackson, Mississippi. 

On Saturday, October 26, 2013, prepare for a day of studying to show 
ourselves approved. This begins at 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at Clyde Muse Center on the Rankin Campus of Hinds Community Col-
lege located at 515 Country Place Parkway in Pearl, Mississippi. More details on how to register coming soon.

Announcements
Bellwether UMC Has Pews to Give Away       
Bellwether UMC in Jackson has pews to give-a-way. Those who  wish to receive the pews 
must be prepared to pick them up, load them, and take them away.  Interested persons can 
contact the pastor, John Hugh Tate, at jhtate@bellwetherchurch.org.

2014 Official UM Calendar Ready for Purchase
The 2014 Official United Methodist Program Calendar is now available from United Meth-
odist Communications. To purchase a calendar, visit shop.umc.org/calendars or call 1-888-
346-3862.

Annual Conference 2014  
June 6-8, 2014 
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., has announced that the 2014 session of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference will be held on June 6-8 at the Jackson Convention Complex.

Continue to pray for Don Price, husband of the Rev. 
Kathy Price, pastor of Haven Chapel UMC (Meridian 
District) He was recently admitted to the hospital.

Employment Opportunities
• Music Openings - Ripley First UMC
Ripley First UMC seeks person or persons to fill the part-time positions of choir director and organist and/or pianist. 
Those interested should contact the Rev. Jason Harms at 662-587-7183. Resumes should be sent to ripleyfumc@dixie-net. 
com or mailed to 302 S. Main Street, Ripley, MS 38663.
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Soft ‘n’ Chewy Caramels    
2 cups sugar
1 cup light corn syrup
2 cups half and half cream, divided
1 cup butter or margarine
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Line a 9 x 13 x 2-inch pan with foil; butter the foil.  
Set aside. Combine sugar, corn syrup and one cup 
cream in five-quart saucepan or Dutch oven.  Bring to a boil over medium heat, stirring constantly. Slowly stir in remaining 
cream.  Cook over medium heat until candy thermometer reads 250 degrees (hard-ball stage), stirring frequently.  Remove 
from heat; stir in butter and vanilla until well mixed, several minutes.  Pour into prepared pan.  Cool.  Remove foil from 
pan and cut candy into one-inch squares.
Cute individually-wrapped in waxed paper or cellophane with ends twisted.  Yield: two pounds.

 – Gina Clement, St. Paul UMC - Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-
Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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